
“Butterfly” by Antoinette Thresiha Mireille Fernando 
 
Artist Statement: What does this piece mean to you? 
 
“It means my life is happy and I feel confident in myself 
and I love myself.  I feel good and proud when I meet peo-
ple because I’m interested in being social.  I feel talented 
when I join in the art activity groups.  I like to be independ-
ent and make my own decisions.” 

 

12 x 12 mixed media 

Whether you have known the organization as The Art Studio or as 
The Center for Therapy through the Arts, you will now see our 
name consolidated to Art Therapy Studio.  The new name reflects 
the pioneering work our organization has done in Art Therapy. 
 
While some things have changed, the healing process of creating 
art and the human connection in art therapy is timeless.  It is just 
this connection that is depicted visually with the new logo.  The 
graphic design suggests people reaching towards each other, 
coming together, with a focus and intention.  We also unveiled a 
new website in 2007:  www.ArtTherapyStudio.org 
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The Art Therapy Studio was co-founded in 1967 by Dr. 
George Streeter, a psychiatrist/artist and Mickie 
McGraw, an artist/therapist.  Both turned to art as a 
way to cope with serious physical illnesses—he with 
tuberculosis and she with polio.  They had first hand 
experience as to the power of healing through art. 

For the past 40 years, the Art Therapy Studio continues 
to provide art therapy services for those with special 
needs as well as individuals and groups seeking well-
ness.  Our Art Therapists provide programs based on 
the belief that self-awareness through art enhances the 
quality of life. 
 
 
2007 PROGRAMS: 1,537 clients served 
 
Hospital In-Patients Art Therapy offered bedside or in small 
groups to help reduce patient anxiety, increase self-
expression, and begin to cope with change after traumatic 
injury or illness.  Currently specializing in working with brain, 
spinal cord injury or stroke patients at MetroHealth Rehabilita-
tion Institute of Ohio. 
449 clients for a total of 1340 client sessions 
 
Community Studios  1 1/2 to 2 hour classes once/week for 10 
weeks.  Studios located at Fairhill Center, Ursuline College, 
River’s Edge and at MetroHealth.  Classes in watercolor, 
acrylics, clay, collage, drawing, and other media.  Participants 
include anyone with special needs (physical, mental or emo-
tional), caregivers, retired people, people looking for art in-
struction in a supportive environment. 
186 clients for a total of 436 client sessions 
 
On-Site at Community Agencies We will send an Art Therapist 
to provide direct service (anywhere from 2 - 30 hrs/wk) to your 
clients at your location.  We currently provide services to sen-
iors, cancer patients, at-risk youth, autistic and multi-
handicapped school children, addiction recovery clients, cere-
bral palsy consumers, and corporate employees for wellness 
workshops. 
 
Clients included:  Cleveland Clinic Pediatric Oncology, Medi-
cal Mutual, University Settlement, United Cerebral Palsy, Eliza 
Bryant Village, Addiction Recovery Services, The Gathering 
Place and Achievement Centers. 
631 clients for a total of 3398 client sessions 



Professional Education  Twice a year we offer CEU’s for 
social workers, counselors, psychologists, Occupational 
Therapists, Physical Therapists, MR/DD Facilitators, Case-
workers and Activity Professionals to learn about using art 
with clients.  We can also custom design a creative workshop  
on topics such as stress-reduction and team-building for staff 
trainings or retreats. 
 
May:  “Material Matters” held at Ursuline College.  Inspired 
by Don Seiden’s book, “Mind Over Matter”, this workshop 
provided education on the materials, tools, methods and 
elements of art making relevant to the therapeutic use of art. 
 
September: “Art & Health Symposium” held at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art.  Art Therapists and Physicians co-presented 
on the topics of Alzheimer’s Disease, Pediatric Caner, Trau-
matic Brain Injury, Addiction Recovery, and ADHD.  Dr. Alan 
Lerner presented the keynote, “The Brain as a Source of  
Creativity”. 
271 clients for a total of 271 client sessions 
 
 
40 YEARS OF ART AND INFLUENCE 
We celebrated our 40th Anniversary with a series of events!  
In the summer, hundreds of current and former clients, 
friends and families attended birthday parties held at Fairhill 
Center, Ursuline and MetroHealth.  Clients were also invited 
to create birthday themed art, six of which were printed into 
sets of birthday cards available for sale.  In the Fall, fifty of 
our clients had the opportunity to paint with an elephant - 
Asia, of the Ringling Bros Barnum Bailey Circus.  Four origi-
nal paintings created by the elephant were donated.  
 
Three of these paintings were auctioned at our 40th Anniver-
sary Benefit held in November at Trinity Cathedral.  Dr. 
George Streeter and Mickie McGraw attended and were 
honored at  this event which was filled with art – artists creat-
ing work on-site, art available for loan from our collection, 
and a live and silent auction of donated pieces of art.  
 
In addition to the 125 artists who have donated to our 
“George Streeter Circulating Collection”, we would like to 
thank the artists who demonstrated their talent at the event, 
talked with our guests about their creative process, and do-
nated a piece of art for a Live Auction:  Neil MacDonald, Lela 
Coope, Lynne Lofton, David Deming, Jack Richards, Seth 
Chwast, Cathy Bryan, and Bill Radawec.  We also graciously 
thank the volunteers, too numerous to mention, who made 
the evening a grand success and a wonderful celebration of 
40 years.  The Art Therapy Studio is proud to be the oldest 
hospital based art therapy program in the United States. 
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ART THERAPY 
o Helps people cope with change after a traumatic accident 
o Helps abused children express themselves without words 
o Provides focus and a way to find peace for those with mental illness 
o Helps children with autism relate to the world around them 
o Provides control and a sense of self to people with cancer 
and other illnesses 
o Teaches new skills and enriches lives of senior citizens 
o Supports anyone in the community interested in wellness 

The Art Therapy Studio is a 501(c)(3) organization that does not receive govern-
ment funding or insurance reimbursements. 

INCOME $313,188 

EXPENSES $282,667 

2007 FINANCIALS:  



2007 DONORS 
 
$40,000 + 
Virginia Loegler Fund 
Loegler, Julianne 
 
$25,000 
Cleveland Foundation 
 
$5,000 - $10,000 
Graham Hunter Foundation 
Biché, Melanie & Mark 
Hull, Brooks 
 
$1,000 - $4,999 
Bay Foundation 
Medical Mutual of Ohio 
Developers Diversified 
MetroHealth System 
Florence Tyson Fund 
Allgood, Dwight and Joan 
The Children's Guild 
SmithBarney 
Milgram, John 
Degnan, Marty 
Opacich, Sandy and George 
Hughes, Maura 
Webster, Marty 
Target 
Kelley, Carol 
Key Foundation 
Johnson, Amy 
Schreck, Nancy 
McGraw, Mickie 
Mobility Works 
Hopkins Airport Limo Service 
Kangesser Foundation 
Brouse McDowell 
National City Bank 
Dealer Tire 
Calfee, Halter & Griswold 
 
$250 - $999 
White, Sandy and Stence 
Neville, Pat and Jim 
Anthony & Sylvan Pools 
Shaheen, Brett 
Valentine, Beth & Mike 
Gajda, Patricia 
Stites, John and Meg 
Graham, Jim and Sara 
Wetherell-Sack, Gail 
Wanous, Georgianne 
Motch Corp. Foundation 

Mawby, Nicole Visconsi 
Cleveland Racquet Club 
Mangin, Betsy 
Koehn, Victoria 
Center for Community Solutions 
Kozich, Catherine 
Marietta, Jan 
Streeter, George 
Fisher, Lucille 
Kuprevicius, Kristina 
Rielinger, Joe 
Mohr, Rose 
Miller, Julie 
Hunter, David 
Shore, Kay 
Bauman, Deanna 
Academy Graphic Communication 
Reuven, Faye 
Vickers, Mary Lou 
Pandon, Joel 
Gallery Group 
Moses, Maureen and Joe 
Treu, Kurt 
Kinney, Sally 
Butkin Foundation 
 
$100 - 249 
Fisher, Sherrie 
Epstein, Mort 
Schulz, Margot 
United Way Services 
Milnark, Vicki 
White, Tim 
Champion, Elaine 
Jones, Shelly Artz and Jan 
Weir-Ancker, Susan 
Murphy, Raymond 
Taft, Frances 
Koppes, Clayton 
Kozar, Rosemary 
Spinelli, Linda 
Dugan, Kimaehee 
Abt, David 
Plottner, Nicolette 
Woodward, Anita 
Braham, Sara 



Findley Davies 
Barry, Margie 
Mettee, Janet 
Wallis, Mary 
White, Ina 
Friess, Kathleen 
Klemencic, Cathy 
Barrington, Pat 
Cirincione, Deborah 
Weber, Mary Lou 
Schwartz, Marvin 
Mateyo, Anne 
Liberty Bank 
Ricanati, Edmond 
Babin, Joseph 
Russ, Brenda 
Russo, Pat 
Atkinson, Robert 
Jones, Nicholas 
Ilkanic, Kerry 
Mills, Nancy 
Peterson, Karen and Terry 
O'Hara, Nancy 
H & R Block Foundation 
Palmer, James 
Gaskill, Kathleen 
Treu, Kris 
MRK Technologies, Ltd. 
Eichenberger, Lois 
Norris, Bill 
Conway, Sheryl 
Crawford Design 
Weiss, Robert 
 
$50 - 99 
Bender, Jody 
Foth, Darlene 
Roy, Chris & Nancy 
Rudo, Susan 
McMurdo, Joanne 
Kulczycki, Jessica 
Mendes, Mark 
Bazzarelli, Bob 
Zocolo, Lori 
Bertaud, Pam 
Simpson, Terry and Pat 
Burd, Jeffrey 
Spencer, Carey 
Stewart, Susan 
Harff, Suzanne 
Hansen, Barbara 
Chapic, Pam 

Ginley, Hugh 
George-Whittle, Bill 
Fragapane, Donna 
Westlock, Jeannine 
Musick, Pat 
Cole, Sandy 
Reece, Barbara 
Quinlan, Mary 
Evanson, William 
Webster, Maureen 
Colbert, Richard 
Abrams, Louise 
Essi, Lisa 
Duke, Katherine 
Tesler, Elaine 
West, Roy 
Donley, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Stitt, Myron & Ellen 
Foley, Patrick & Julie 
Herrick, Thomas 
Clevidence, Thomas 
Fratianne, Richard 
Thum, Carol 
Montonaro, Ruth 
Saks, Judith 
Lindan, Rosemary 
Calkins, Margaret 
Laundy, H. Howard 
Lang, Alfred 
Dreben, Elizabeth 
 
$10 - $49 
Hunscher, Charles 
Armstead, Deborah 
Kuula, Ann 
Bonnie, Eleanor 
Rupp, Joyce 
Kermode, Nancy 
Lee, Lynn 
Enesel, Georgeta 
Sauer, Lou 
Galvin, Jan 
Widener, Denise 
Thomas, Antoinette 
Karlovec, Gerald 
Kahl, Jo Ann 
Modica, RH 
Foley, Sheila 
Whitticar, Michael 
Shockey, Terry 
Norris, Greg 
Horwitz, Natalie 



Minello, Mary Jo 
Peterson, Laura 
Turner, Randie 
Hadden, Elaine 
Stitt, Marty 
Marks, Mary 
Degenfelder, Pauline 
Sweeterman, Edie 
Roll, Margaret 
Reed, Ruth 
Ilkanic, Ellen 
Vitale, Frank 
Everett, Jan 
Friedman, Sydney 
Gisser, Marcia 
Hoffman, Mark 
Sherman, Judith 
Selinger, Emilia 
Rudolph, Barbara 
Robinson, Shelley 
Neth, Clarence 
Newman, Gail 
Murphy, Marla 
Myers, Ruth 
Church, Sara 
McMickle, Allen 
Johnson, Marjorie 
Yagan, Rauf 
Pennington, Marilyn 
Kelly, Christine 
O'Keeffe, Jennifer 
Schiele, Marcia 
Haaga, Molly and Tim 
Szudarek, Barbara 
Vargo, Mary 
 
In Memory of... 
Marian Ginn Jones 
     by Nicholas Jones  
Ivy Goldhammer Stone  
     by Ruth Myers 
Ralph Brody 
     by Phyllis Brody 
Lisa Neville 
     by Pat and Jim 
Neville 
Abe Rosen  
     by Faye Reuven 
Robert Graven  
     by Howard Schreib-
man, 
     James Lorig, Edge  
     water Yacht Club, 
     Nancy & Joel Kay,  

Damian & Barbara  
     Pfleghaar, Mary Grace 
     Dutton 
Alex Verdova 
     by Maureen and Joe Moses 
mother of Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Youdelman 
     by Bonnie Chisling 
Ray Bland 
     by Janice Bland 
Jean LaMarca 
     by Cliff Herron 
 
In Honor of... 
Jennifer Schwartz-Wright 
     by Marvin Schwartz 
Mickie McGraw  
     by Joe McCullough 
Bar Mitzvahs of Zivi and Rian  
     by Bonnie Chisling 
Betty Colombi 
     by Betty Lewine 
Paul and Gail Wetherell-Sack 
     by Nancy O’Hara 
Mickie McGraw & Marty Stitt 
     by Ro Pallante 
Patricia Gajda 
     by Marjorie Johnson 
 
In-Kind Donations 
     by Diane Cowles, Appetite, 
     Epstein Design Partners,  
     The Cleveland Auction Co 
 

2007 Volunteers 
Marie Smith 
Bob Hill 
Alex Lathe 
Megan Cannon 
Lou Higginbottom 
Scott Mars 
Cory Sampliner 
Chris Drosdick 
Alexis Brooks 
Katie VanDerSall 
Hillary Kaufman 
Jen O’Keefe 
 
We are grateful to receive interns from:  
Ursuline College Art Therapy & 
Counseling Program and Case 
Western Reserve University 



2007 STAFF 
Executive Director 
Karen B. Peterson, MA 
 
Office Manager 
Lynn Lee 
 
Clinical Program Coordinator 
Martha C. Stitt, ATR-BC, LPCC, LICDC 
 
Art Therapists   
Denise Cooper, MA, ATR 
Barbara DiScenna, ATR, LSW, LPC 
Kim Gazella, MA, ATR 
Molly O’Neill Haaga, MA, AT 
Susan Michelson, MA, ATR 
Maureen Baddour Moses MA, ATR-BC 
Linda Nintcheff, MA, ATR 
Rosalia Rozsahegyi, MA, LPAT, ATR-BC 
Jane Stevens, MA, ATR 
 
2007 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
President 
Sandy Opacich 
 
Vice President 
Martin Degnan 
 
Treasurer 
James R. Graham, CPA 
 
Secretary 
Mary K. (Mickie) McGraw* 
 
Trustees 
Dwight M. Allgood, Jr. 
Melanie Biché 
Patricia A. Gajda 
Brooks Hull 
Maura Hughes 
Amy Johnson 
Carol Kelley 
Catherine Kozich 
Joel A. Pandon 
Joseph Rielinger 
Brett Shaheen 
Sandy White 
 
Honorary Member 
George Streeter, MD* 

* Co-founders of the Art Therapy Studio 

SINCE 1967 
12200 Fairhill Road   Cleveland, Ohio  44120      (216) 791-9303     www.arttherapystudio.org 


